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- ASTM Standards on Indoor Air Quality, Second Edition

- ANSIASHRAE Standard 62.1-2004, Ventilation for Acceptable Indoor
Air Quality

- ANSIVASHRAE Standard 129-1997 (RA 2002), Measuring Air-Change
Effectiveness

- IAQ Guidelines For Occupied Buildings Under Construction (First
Edition)
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Address: 1/F, HKPC Building, 78 Tat Chee Avenue, Kowloon, Hong Kong
Tel: No.: (+852) 2788 6177 Fax No.: (+852) 2788 6181
E-mail: enquiry@iaq.gov.hk Webpage: http://www.iaqg.gov.hk/
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Dust Mites in Our Homes

Dust mites are commonly found in indoor environment. Dust mites are
tiny micro-organisms which are only visible under microscopes. Dust
mites are of particular concern as they induce allergic effects to human
beings. Symptoms associated with dust mite allergies include sneezing,
itchy, watery eyes, nasal stuffiness, runny nose, stuffy ears, respiratory
problems, and even asthma in some cases. Small children, the elderly
and patient with chronic diseases are more vulnerable to the allergic effects.
It has been proven that humid weather promotes the growth of dust mites,
humid environment provide better living environment and more food for dust
mites. House dust mites feed on human skin scales, pollen, fungi,
bacteria and animal dander. Dust mite allergens include tiny feces and body
fragments which are components of dust. These particles are so small they
can become airborne and inhaled when dust is disturbed.
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Good housekeeping is important to control dust mites, eliminating dust from
the environment is important to reduce allergic effects to sensitive people.
Frequent cleaning and vacuuming are effective ways to inhibit the
propagation of dust mites. Reduce the use of fabric products (such as
carpet, window curtain, children toys, etc.) also helps controlling dust mites,
Air purifiers using high efficiency dust filter is useful in removing suspended
particulates in the air. However, special attention should be paid when
replacing filters and carrying out preventive maintenance to prevent dust
mites from re-entering the environment.

Library Collection of Indoor Air Quality Information Centre

One of the resources provided at the IAQ information centre is the library
collection items related to indoor air quality. Up to present, the 1AQ
information centre library collection is now carrying around 200 items
including international standards, guidebooks, practice notes, code of
practices, books, journals, reports and other reference materials, efc.
These items are displayed and open to public for free in the IAQ information
centre at HKPC Building in Kowloon Tong during the opening hours.  An
updated full list of publications can also be browsed at the following IAQ
centre website: http://www.iag.gov.hk/second.asp?page=pub&sub=other,
and as follows:

- ASTM Standards on Indoor Air Quality, Second Edition

- ANSI/ASHRAE Standard 62.1-2004, Ventilation for Acceptable Indoor
Air Quality

- ANSIASHRAE Standard 129-1997 (RA 2002), Measuring Air-Change
Effectiveness

- IAQ Guidelines For Occupied Buildings Under Construction (First
Edition)

IAQ Library contains more than 200
reference materials for public viewing

IAQ Certificate Award Ceremony 2007

IAQ Certificate Award Ceremony 2007 will be held on 15 May 2007 at Hong
Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre. The Ceremony aims to appreciate
the participation in IAQ Certification Scheme. IAQ Certificates will be
presented to registered IAQ Certificate holders by the Secretary for
Environment, Transport and Works and the Director of Environmental
Protection.  In addition, technical presentation will be arranged to share
information and experiences on recent IAQ technologies or services. If
you would like to participate in the event, please prepare to participate in
the IAQ Certification Scheme not later than 14 April 2007.

For further details of the IAQ Ceremony 2007, please visit our IAQ centre
website at http://www.iag.gov.hk/.

Recently Registered IAQ Certificates (October 2006 to January
2007)

There were 51 1AQ certificates registered by the IAQ Information Centre
between October 2006 and January 2007. In 2006, there were totally 152
IAQ Certificates registered, including 24 Excellent Class IAQ Certificates
and 128 Good Class IAQ Certificates. The following table summarizes the
IAQ certificates registered at the IAQ Information Centre:

Month/Year | No. of New Excellent IAQ No. of New
Certificate Registered | Good IAQ Certificate Registered

October 06 2 2

November 06 2 14
December 06 4 12
January 07 3 12
Total 11 40
2006 Overall 24 128
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