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Quality Assurance Programme for IAQ Certification

On 20 July 2006, Environmental Protection Department (EPD) and Hong
Kong Accreditation Service (HKAS) jointly launched the Quality Assurance
(QA) Programme for IAQ Certification.  The new IAQ QA Programme is to
accredit IAQ Certificate Issuing Bodies (IAQ CIBs) under the Hong Kong
Inspection Body Accreditation Scheme (HKIAS) so that the CIBs will
replace Registered Professional Engineers as competent examiners for
issuing IAQ certificates to premises owners or management companies who
join the 1AQ Certification Scheme. Mr. C K Cheung, a Senior Accredita-
tion Officer of HKAS, introduced the technical requirements for accreditation
as IAQ CIBs during an IAQ technical seminar held in May 2006.

ERABRRD O
Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre

HKAS Senior Accreditation Officer, Mr. C K Cheung explaining the Quality
Assurance Programme for IAQ Certification Work in the IAQ Technical Seminar

“The Quality Assurance Programme is an enhancement of the 1AQ
Certification Scheme launched in September 2003, to formally accredit
qualified companies and professionals to carry out IAQ certification work.
This would enable assurance of the quality of IAQ assessment work and
thereby enhance the credibility of the IAQ Certification Scheme.” Mr. S.W.
Pang, Principal Environmental Protection Officer said in the same seminar.

Under the new quality assurance programme, accredited IAQ CIBs can
issue HKIAS endorsed IAQ reports and certificates which serve as a proof
of quality work.  EPD has initially set an 18-month phase-in period for IAQ
consultants, IAQ service providers as well as existing Registered Profes-
sional Engineers to prepare and seek for the accreditation.  The issuance
of IAQ certificates under the 1AQ Certification Scheme will be restricted to
accredited IAQ CIBs only upon expiry of the phase-in period, which is
tentatively set on 1 February 2008, depending on the progress of the
accreditation of CIBs.

Frequently Asked Questions on the Quality Assurance Programme:

Q: How does the Quality Assurance Programme operate?

A: The IAQ Quality Assurance Programme is to accredit IAQ Certificate

Issuing Bodies to issue IAQ Certificates under the IAQ Certification Scheme.

To seek accreditation as IAQ CIBs, qualified applicants would need to be
assessed according to the criteria for IAQ inspection newly established
under the Hong Kong Inspection Body Accreditation Scheme (HKIAS)
managed by the Hong Kong Accreditation Service (HKAS). HKAS is
responsible for processing applications, conducting assessments and
granting of accreditation to IAQ CIBs..

Q: What are the accreditation criteria and application procedures for
seeking accreditation as an 1AQ Certificate Issuing Body?

A: Any qualified companies which can provide service for assessing at
least eight out of the twelve IAQ parameters of the IAQ Objectives can
apply to the HKAS for accreditation as an IAQ CIB. The quality of IAQ
testing and inspection shall comply with the criteria set out in the HKIAS
Supplementary Criteria No.4. The application procedures and supplemen-
tary criteria  can be obtained at the HKAS's website:
http://www.itc.gov.hk/en/quality/hkas/hkias/about.htm

Q: Can a Registered Professional Engineer (RPE) continue to sign out IAQ
certificates on his own after the expiry of the phase-in period?

A: Before the implementation of the Quality Assurance Programme, IAQ
certificates and reports are issued only by RPEs as an interim quality
assurance arrangement.  After the expiry of the tentative 18-month
phase-in period, i.e., 31 January 2008, only accredited IAQ CIBs will be
eligible to issue HKIAS endorsed IAQ certificates and reports for premises
owners or management companies who join the IAQ Certification Scheme.
Existing RPEs who want to continue to issue IAQ certificates after the
phase-in period will need to be employed by an IAQ CIB and seek
accreditation as IAQ approved signatories.  They need to have one year of
IAQ certification experience in addition to RPE qualification.

Upcoming IAQ Seminars

IAQ Information Centre will organize four IAQ seminars between October
and December 2006 for technical people engaged in properly management
of large scale buildings, shopping arcades, hotels and large enterprises.
Other two sessions of IAQ seminars are designed for primary and
secondary school teachers.

Date Theme Target Participants
27 October 2006 Achieving Excellent Technical people
17 November 2006 | IAQ in Large Scale engaged in property
Premises management
28 October 2006 IAQ Seminars for Primary and
13 December 2006 | School Teachers secondary school
teachers

Details of the IAQ seminars are available in the IAQ Information Centre
website at http://www.iag.gov.hk

Recently Registered IAQ Certificates (June to September 2006)

There were 35 1AQ certificates registered by the IAQ Information Centre
between June and September 2006. The following table summarizes the
IAQ certificates registered at the IAQ Information Centre:

Month/Year | No. of New Excellent IAQ No. of New
Certificate Registered | Good IAQ Certificate Registered
June 06 2 13
July 06 0 3
August 06 1 5
September 06 1 10
Total 4 KY|
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