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The Environmental Protection Department
of the Government of the Hong Kong
Special Administrative Region has
implemented since 2003 a voluntary
Indoor Air Quality Certification Scheme for
Offices and Public Places (the Certification
Scheme) to encourage property owners
and management to adopt good indoor air
quality (IAQ) management practices in their
premises.

Key features of the Certification Scheme are:

*a voluntary and self-regulatory approach is adopted for
annual certification

* a 2-level IAQ objectives (Excellent Class and Good Class) is
used for assessing the IAQ of premises (see Table)

* entire or part of the premises/building can be certified

e an IAQ certificate and labels are available for display in a
certified premises to show its good 1AQ

Table: IAQ Objectives for Offices & Public Places

Parameter Unit :
Time

Averaging

* |AQ certificate is valid for 1 year and annual renewal is required
under a 5-year cycle (i.e. re-certification for specific I1AQ
parameters from the 2™ to 5" year and re-certification for all
IAQ parameters in the 6" year to start another 5-year cycle)

e continuous efforts are required to maintain post-certification

IAQ

In light of the IAQ guidelines published by the World Health
Organization (WHO) on dampness and mould in 2009, and
selected IAQ pollutants in 2010, the IAQ objectives of the
Certification Scheme have been revised for implementation
starting from 1 July 2019. Premises which have joined the
Certification Scheme before 1 July 2019 may, during the annual
renewal of the IAQ certificate, either continue to carry out the re-
certification of specific parameters under the old IAQ objectives
until the end of the 5-year cycle or to adopt new IAQ objectives by
carrying out full certification of all IAQ parameters.

Which premises can participate?

Premises/buildings used as offices or public places that are served
by mechanical ventilation and air-conditioning (MVAC) systems
may participate.

Old Objectives New Obijectives
(Effective since 2003) (Effective on 1 July 2019)

Excellent Class Good Class Excellent Class Good Class

Room Temperature °C & hours 20 to <25.5 <255 -
Relative Humidity % 8 hours 40to <70 <70
Air Movement m/s 8 hours <0.2 <03 -
Carbon Dioxide (CO,)* ppmv 8 hours <800 <1,000 800 1,000
Carbon Monoxide (CO) ppmv 8 hours <1.7 <8.7 1.7 6.1
Respirable Suspended Particulates (PM,o)* | b g/m’ 8 hours <20 <180 20 100
: . 3 8 hours <40 <150 40 150
Nitrogen Dioxide (NO,) K g/m T hour — — 700 500
Ozone (0s) pg/m’|  8hours <50 <120 50 120
3 8 hours <30 <100 30 100
Formaldehyde (HCHO) M g/m 30 mins — — 20 100
Total Volatile Organic Compounds (TVOC) ug/m’ 8 hours <200 <600 200 600
Radon (Rn) Bg/m’ | 8hours <150 <200 150 167
Airborne Bacteria cfu/m’ 8 hours <500 <1,000 500 1,000
Mould* - Assessment in.the form of
walkthrough inspection

* Measurement for CO» and PM, , is required for 1° to 4" annual re-certification for certificate renewal in a 5-year cycle. Assessment of mould is also required when the

new IAQ objectives are adopted.

Why participate?

Good IAQ in offices and public places could:

« safeguard the health of building users

« increase productivity of the workers

« attract more tenants or customers

By participating in the Certification Scheme, your efforts in
achieving good IAQ will be publicly recognised. It will also help

develop a partnership amongst all stakeholders in the premises to
maintain a pleasant indoor environment.

How to participate?

Participation is free but premises owner/management should first
engage an IAQ Certificate Issuing Body (CIB) accredited by Hong
Kong Accreditation Service (HKAS) or by an accreditation body
who is a recognised partner of HKAS. The CIB will be responsible
for the following activities:

« carry out walkthrough inspection
« advise measures to deal with any identified IAQ problems

« conduct |AQ measurements/assessment to confirm
compliance with the IAQ objectives

= produce a report and issue an IAQ certificate for the concerned
owner/management to register with the IAQ Information Center

« advise how to manage the post-certification IAQ

Where to get more information?

« "A Guide on Indoor Air Quality Certification Scheme for Offices
and Public Places" provides detailed guidance for participation
in the Certification Scheme.

« "Guidance Notes for the Management of Indoor Air Quality
in Offices and Public Places" provides guidance on the
management of IAQ.

are available from:

Indoor Air Quality Information Centre
Telephone: 2788 6177  Facsimile: 2788 6181
E-Mail: enquiry@iaqg.gov.hk

Website: http:/www.iaq.gov.hk




